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Editorial note:

telephone: 01899-860327

email: tbrownsbank@hotmail.co.uk
Tom Bryan

Brownsbank Writing Fellow

Brownsbank Cottage

Candymill

Biggar ML12 6QY



The Brownsbank Writing Fellowship post is a collaboration between The Biggar Museums Trust Brownsbank Committee, South Lanarkshire Council and The Scottish Arts Council, soon to become Creative Scotland. The Fellowship began in 1993, with the appointment of James Robertson. My three-year tenure (the maximum permissible) expires on the 25th of November 2008.  I have a lot of work to complete and I hope to visit as many groups as often as possible in the months to come, especially after the summer break.  Have a safe and enjoyable summer and I’ll see all of you soon.

Future events

· “Surgeries”. One-to-one tutorials on aspects of poetry, short stories, novels and getting published. Arrange times/places with Tom Bryan 01899-860327.
· 2008 “Doors Open Day” at Brownsbank Cottage will be Sunday 14th September 2008.
· There are plans afoot to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of the death of Hugh MacDiarmid, who died 9th September 1978.
· Poets Tom Bryan, Julian Colton and Tom Murray will read as “The Eildon Three Stand and Deliver” at Wordpower Bookshop, 12:30, Sat. 12th July in Edinburgh and again 1 p.m. Sat. 16 August.
· Tom Bryan will conduct a series of writing “clinics” with East Kilbride writers at the Arts Centre in East Kilbride, Monday 28 July.
· 28 August. Thursday. A Welsh-language group with an interest in Hugh MacDiarimid’s work will tour Brownsbank Cottage
· The Borders Writers Forum will host a talk and reading with renowned author Bernard MacLaverty at Old Gala House, Galashiels on Thursday 16th October, 7:30 p.m. Tickets £3. Contact Tom Bryan if you are interested.
New Committee Members wanted

Biggar Museums Trust Brownsbank Committee works to preserve Brownsbank Cottage as a centre of literary activity and to promote the legacy of Hugh MacDiarmid.  Anyone who has an interest in creative writing, Hugh MacDiarmid or Scottish literature generally, and would like to join the Committee, should contact the Secretary, Andrew McCallum, on 01899 221743 or a.mccallum@btinternet.com.
“GOOD NEWS” ITEMS

Hieton Writers are planning a book of short stories which they hope to have completed next autumn. They had a very successful “sold-out” Summer Solstice event at Chatelherault on Friday 20th June. 

Lanark Writers had their Annual General Meeting on Monday 16th June. The Chairman's review of the year will record the success of two publications, Simply Red, produced along with a C.D. and Words, a third anthology of writing by and for children. Both ventures have been successful and the work has been well received.
 The AGM will give the group an opportunity to look at a programme for the incoming winter. They now breaks up for the summer and will resume again at the beginning of September.
Following on successful workshops, three members of Lanark Writers have advanced their work on novels, one thriller, one western and one romance. We wish all three writers well as they submit their work to agents and seek publication.
(This report submitted by Edith Ryan)
    
  
	


Writers’ groups in South Lanarkshire

Note: all writers of whatever interests or abilities are very welcome to join these groups. Please contact the person listed for more details.

Biggar Writers’ Group

Contact: Andrew McCallum 01899-221743. The group meets fortnightly, Mondays, in the Biggar Municipal Hall from 7:30-9:30. It will continue to meet throughout the summer.

Cambuslang Writers’ Workshop

Contact: Greg Gillen 0141-6417644. The group meets fortnightly, Thursdays, in the Cambuslang Institute on Greenlees Road in Cambuslang, from 7:30-9:30. After a summer recess, it will re-start on Thursday 4th September.

Clyde Valley Writers 

This group is not operating at the moment.

Dolphinton Women Writers

Contact: Amanda Maclean 01968-661657

Hieton Writers’ Group

Contact: Jean Livingstone at: jeanliving@hotmail.com This group meets weekly, Wednesdays, from 1-3 p.m. in the Hamilton Town House. It will take a summer break but will re-convene in September.

Kirkmuirhill Writers

Contact: Maureen King at 01555-893870. The group meets Fridays at the Community Flat in Kirkmuirhill, from 10 a.m.-11.30. The date is usually Wednesdays, 10:30-12 noon and this may be the normal meeting date after the summer recess.

Lanark Writers' Circle

Contact: Brian Laidlaw 01555-666201. The group meets every Monday from 7-9 p.m. at the ALVO Centre in Lanark. The last meeting before summer recess will take place on 16th June before the group reconvenes after the summer. 

Larkhall Writers

Contact: Rita Little 

rita.little2@btopenworld.com 

(Phone 01698-883133) The group meets Monday nights at the Community Fire Station in Larkhall, from 7-9 p.m. The group will take a summer break but re-start on Monday, 1 September.

Strathaven Writers Contact: Jane Struth 01357-522638. The group meets in the Strathaven Public Library on the last Wednesday in each month, from 7-9 p.m. After a summer recess, the group will re-start on Wednesday, 27th August.

Writer’s Inc. (East Kilbride)

Meets monthly at the East Kilbride Arts Centre, first Tuesday of each month. Contact: Kirsty Campbell at kirstycampbell@blueyonder.co.uk
mobile: 07990843613. The group will continue to meet throughout the summer.

Lanarkshire Songwriters

Contact: Billy Stewart 01698-359326

THE POETRY GARDEN:



The Poetry Garden in Biggar features a display board where poems can be displayed along with the permanent weatherproof plaques with poetry quotations from many of Scotland’s leading poets such as Norman MacCaig, MacDiarmid and others. It is an attractive oasis on what would otherwise be a bit of waste ground.

The current exhibition features poems by Darren Gray of Biggar.

Please keep the poems coming!

Schools are also welcome to contribute.

Many thanks.

**************************

Please also let me know if you wish to contribute a regular feature to the Bulletin. There is great scope for expansion of the Bulletin, both in quality and quantity. 

· Next Bulletin: “Autumn 2008. Deadline for copy: 15th September 2008.       

FEATURED PAST SOUTH LANARKSHIRE WRITER (connections)

George Orwell (1903-1950)

Pen name of Eric Blair



George Orwell (1903-1950)



Hairmyres Hospital, East Kilbride, where Orwell was a patient in 1947-8.

George Orwell (pen name of Eric Blair)

George Orwell has many Scottish connections, none more crucial than his stay in Hairmyre’s Hospital in East Kilbride. He was admitted with tuberculosis of the left lung on Christmas Eve in 1947, and was discharged in July 1948, where he returned to Jura to finish his prophetic novel Nineteen Eighty-Four.  That rest and recuperation probably saved his life and gave him what strength he could muster to finish his important work. Less than two years later he was dead. His short stay in South Lanarkshire was a crucial one to his life and career.

 FEATURED CURRENT SOUTH LANARKSHIRE WRITER

Anne armstrong


Anne Armstrong grew up in a council scheme in Wishaw. As the oldest, she enjoyed bossing her siblings around and it was inevitable she would become a teacher. She got married at 19, and enjoyed life among the international jet-set in Geneva, returning to teach Latin in ‘the worst school in Glasgow’ – or so the heidie claimed at her interview. 

Her writing career began at the age of ten, with comic strips and operas performed by dolls and teddies. She wrote teaching materials throughout her career, but it was only when she retired that she was able to devote time writing poetry and short stories. She has won prizes for both, and been published in various magazines. In 2007 she participated in the annual internet-based ‘National novel writing month’, producing a draft crime novel in 30 days. A few weeks later, she was horrified to discover that Sebastian Faulks had travelled forward in time and ‘stolen’ her entire plot for his book ‘Engleby’. She is now contemplating a novel about a famous author who is killed in mysterious circumstances by a time-travelling ex Latin teacher.

The high point of Anne’s poetry career (so far) has been having a children’s poem published in a Scottish poetry book for schools, alongside ‘real’ poets.

She writes every day, on a computer. She finds it too slow using pen and paper. The ability to repeatedly edit and rewrite is essential, not to mention the online rhyming dictionary. Her poems may take a year from first draft to final version. She writes in both Scots and English, getting inspiration from anything – a newspaper headline, a football match, some debris in the gutter. 

She has self-published a booklet of ‘poetic gems’. She is a member of Biggar writers – invaluable to belong to a group on whom you can try out your writing and receive knowledgeable and honest criticism. Her website is at anne-armstrong.weebly.com

Poets she admires include Edwin Morgan, Carol Ann Duffy, Norman McCaig, Billy Collins, William Dunbar, and Vergil. Anne Armstrong is 92. No, seriously.

Two poems by Anne Armstrong
Ribery  

Ribery’s slippery 

Ribery’s slithery

snipping, snapping

step-wrong-footing

shooting, scrapping

booting, grabbing

scar-faced, glittery

Ribery’s hard.

Red-shoed Ribery’s 

flattery-footery

touchline-flittery

skittery-scattery.

Henry’s delicate,

pittery-pattery.

Zizou’s nuttery.

Ribery’s hard.

Tourist Trap

A big red dot sits on the map, 

a spider waitin in a web,

this toon’s a sticky tourist trap, 

ye’re here – ye’re stuck. 

A car wi French licence plates stops

next ti the closed up café steps.

They scan the garage an the shops 

for life. Nae luck.

Two lassies try ti lend a haun;

their French is no exactly ‘bon’.

A meal? here? noo? Ye’re huvvin us on --

yer chances suck.

The French have got their guidebook oot,

dreamin i salmon, steak, or troot…

wind blaws a poly bag aboot. 

It’s rainin. Merde. 

Writing: getting started

Your Own Writing Profile: Writer’s Inventory (copyright Tom Bryan 2006)
· What kind of writer would you like to be? Poet, fiction writer, travel writer, writer of westerns, thrillers, romances?

· What would be your ideal accomplishment as a writer?

· List one short- term writing goal you have.

· List one longer- term writing goal.

· List some hobbies or interests which could result in something written, explaining your enthusiasm to somebody who doesn’t share that hobby.

· Do you have a unique training, interest or experience which might yield some writing? Tell us about it.

· The workplace is often a source of interest. List all the jobs you’ve ever had, volunteer or paid, from age 15.

· Have you known any interesting or colourful family members or friends? Try to describe in words why that person was interesting or colourful.

· Memory is a good source of writing. Write down the following:

Details of your first day at school.

Details of the first house you remember living in.

Details of your first paid job. First day if possible.

Details of your first trip abroad.

Your most embarrassing incident.

· List three of your favourite films. Try to visualise the basic story of those films. Write down those stories in your own words.

· Pretend you are a freelance writer who has been assigned one assignment per week. Go through the “Writers and Artists Yearbook” list of magazines and make a list of those magazines which might capture your interest for freelance assignments. (at this only interest is necessary, not a knowledge of the subject)

· List all the foreign countries you have visited and at least one good memory of each.

· You are a travel writer on assignment. Your task: describe your trip today to this workshop as your favourite travel writer might, with enthusiasm, exaggeration or embellishment.

· If you want to write short stories, pick one of your favourite short story writers and read a collection of their stories. Then, study one of those stories in great detail. Justify that choice.

· If you want to write a novel, read or re-read a novel by one of your favourite writers and try to figure out why you like the book. Justify your choice.

· If you want to write non-fiction, re-read a book you liked and try to work out why you liked it and if you could ever do something similar.

· Imagine your ideal writing space and situation. Describe it. Try to imagine every item you think you would need in order to be a writer.

· You have just won the Nobel Prize for literature. Get busy and make an outline of your acceptance speech! Give that speech to your partner, dog or goldfish or to me, if you’d prefer. Tell us about your humble beginnings…

· Take one object or topic of research and mentally expand it into as many areas as possible: a poem, a short story, a theme for a novel, a magazine article, a radio talk, a film. Make a short synopsis of how this object would be central to each project.



Promoting creative writing in South Lanarkshire


From the poet Hugh MacDiarmid’s last home, Brownsbank Cottage





From the poet Hugh MacDiarmid’s last home, Brownsbank Cottage
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